Week of: September 17, 2023 -

Theme: Action
Worship

Gracious Lord, grant us each a heart of praise for the wonders of
Your creation and gratitude for Your goodness. As we come to
worship together, remind us that You are working all things for the
good of those who are called according to Your purpose, and that we
as a church are one. Amen

\

Rockford United Methodist Church

Mission Statement: A welcoming family of worship, growing in our
Jaith, reaching out to serve others, and spreading the good news of Jesus
Christ. (based on Jobn 15:1-17)

Colossians 3:16 - Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom throngh
psalms, bymms, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude
in your hearts.

John 4:24 - God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spir-
it and in truth.
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Jaith, reaching out to serve others, and spreading the good news of Jesus
Christ. (based on John 15:1-17)

Colossians 3:16 - Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as

you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom throngh
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude
in your hearts.

John 4:24 - God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spir-

it and in truth.

Week of: July 2, 2023 -
Theme: Transitions

Change

Gracious Lord, as we enter into this new chapter and transition
with excitement, we thank you for the work of all that gives
breadth and depth to our own work. Be with us as we move
forward, rejoicing with You and supporting one another. We
ask this in Your Holy name. Amen.

Isaiah 43:18-19: Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See,
I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am

making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
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Week of: July 9, 2023 -
Theme: Transitions

Welcome

Gracious Lord, as we welcome our new pastor to our church fam-
ily, we thank you for leading her to us and blessing us with her
leadership and wisdom .We know You have good things planned
for her and our church. Please surround her with Your love as she
serves the church and our community. Grant her wisdom and
strength to lead effectively and bring forth fruit in her ministry.
Amen.

WELCOME

Philemon 1:17 - So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as
you wonld welcome me.
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Gracious Lord, as we welcome our new pastor to our church
family, we thank you for leading her to us and blessing us with
her leadership and wisdom .We know You have good things
planned for her and our church. Please surround her with Your
love as she serves the church and our community. Grant her
wisdom and strength to lead effectively and bring forth fruit in
her ministry. Amen.

WELC.OME

Philemon 1:17 - So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as
you would welcome ne.

Week of: September 10, 2023 -
Theme: Actions

Learning

Gracious Lord, help us set our minds only on things that are
true, that are noble, right, pure and lovely, things that are wot-
thy of admiration. If there is anything excellent or praiseworthy,
O God, let us think only about such things! Whatever we have
learned or received or heard through your apostles and your

word, help us to put into practice. Amen.

Philippians 4:9 - Whatever you have learned or received or
heard from me, or seen in me - put it into practice. And the God
of peace will be with yon.
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Week of: September 3, 2023 -

Theme: Actions

Commitment

Gracious Lord, grant us wonderful opportunities to serve and com-
mit to You joyfully in this church. Help us as a church family to be
committed to the vision and mission of this church and may the fruit
of your spirit be evident in our actions - your love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Send us an abundance of love as we work together and commit our-

selves to You. Amen.

GROWING IN COMMITMENT
ROOTED.IN FAITH

Colossians 3:23 - Whatever you do, work at it with all your beart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters.
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Week of: July 16, 2023 -
Theme: Transitions

Support

Gracious Lord, You are the one who guides our feet. You are the

map who gives us direction and shows us which path to take. You
are the peace who makes us strong. May Your light illuminate our
lives as we enter into this new chapter as a church family. Help us

support one another. In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 MSG - So speak encouraging words to one
another. Build up hope so you'll all be together in this, no one left out, no
one left behind. I know you're already doing this; just keep on doing it.
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Week of: July 23, 2023 -
Theme: Transitions

Growth

Gracious Lord, we ask You to guide us in this time of transition.
We need Your wisdom as we enter into this time of growth as a
church family. We pray for this church to be a place where people
can grow spiritually, find community, and be encouraged in their
walk with Christ. We need Your grace to redirect our hearts so we
may be willing to offer ourselves in joyful service together. Be with

us and guide our growth. Amen.

Colossians 2:6 - So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as

Lord, continue to live your lives in him.
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Week of: August 27, 2023 -
Theme: Connections

Congregation

Dear Lotrd, we thank you for the great gift of this church community
and all the people who have been touched by your grace here. Keep
us from pure self-serving behavior and stir us to serve people who are
most in need of your mercy. We are not one person, but one people.
Help us to work together, so that our community may be a font of life

for many generations to come. Hear us, O God. Amen.

Romans 12:5 - So in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.
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us from pure self-serving behavior and stir us to serve people who
are most in need of your mercy. We are not one person, but one
people. Help us to work together, so that our community may be a

font of life for many generations to come. Hear us, O God. Amen.

Romans 12:5 - So in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.



Week of: August 20, 2023 -
Theme: Connections

Committees

Dear Lord, thank you for creating each one of us so uniquely. Please
give us each committee member the courage and faith to see them-
selves as You see each of them so the special gifts you have given
each person can be unwrapped and these gifts can be used to Your

glory. Amen.

Committees

Galatians 6:9 - Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
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Please give us each committee member the courage and faith to see
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given each person can be unwrapped and these gifts can be used to
Your glory. Amen.
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Galatians 6:9 - Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

Week of: July 30, 2023 -
Theme: Transitions

Acceptance

Dear Lord, strengthen us to be your Church in all times and seasons
of life — a place where all are truly accepted and embraced in your
love; a place where we find ways you are active among us and calling
us to join in your work; a place where the story of your love and

grace and mercy are embodied. Amen.

Romans 15:7 - Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you,
in order to bring praise to God.
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Romans 15:7 - Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted yon,
in order to bring praise to God.



Week of: August 6, 2023 -
Theme: Connections
Pastor
Gracious Lord, as we welcome Pastor Anna to our church
family, may we, as one body, come together and grow as one in

spirit and in love. Lord, guide us on this new journey and bind us
in your love as we become one together in the spirit. Amen.

Week of: August 13, 2023 -
Theme: Connections

Staff

Gracious Lord, thank you for calling each one of our staff
members to share the Good News. May they continue to be

faithful to their commitment to serve in Your name. May Your

light shine in their hearts. In the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Jeremiah 3:15 - And I will give you pastors according to mine
beart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.

Week of: August 6, 2023 -

Theme: Connections

Pastor

Gracious Lotrd, as we welcome Pastor Anna to our church
family, may we, as one body, come together and grow as one in
spirit and in love. Lord, guide us on this new journey and bind us

in your love as we become one together in the spirit. Amen.

Jeremiah 3:15 - And I will give you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.
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are God’s field, God's building.
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Lord, thank you for calling each one of our staff members to
share the Good News. May they continue to be faithful to their
commitment to serve in Your name. May Your light shine in
their hearts. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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are God's field, God's building.



Week of: September 24, 2023 -
Theme: Actions

Service

Gracious Lord, help us to serve You in all we do. Help us to
honor You today and everyday. As a church family, we pray
that we will serve You with our talents and our gifts as we share
them with others. Guide us on the right path as we travel this
journey together. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.

The greatest joy that
I know in thjs life is

Ephesians 4:16 - From him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does ifs work.
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i '-" i
July, August, September, 2023
A Prayer Guide for the Third Quarter of the Year

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice Evermore. Pray without ceasing.
Rockford United Methodist Church

In everything give thanks.

Created Just For You - by Your RUMC Prayer Team
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