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Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus 
who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 

2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God. For no one could perform the signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.”


John 3:1-2



Nicodemus


*  A Pharisee 


* Jewish ruling council (a member of Sanhidreon)


* We see Nicodemus only in the Gospel of John, 
and he appears 3 times.  


* Visited Jesus in the middle of the night (John 3:1)


* Saw Jesus as a Rabbi, one from God (John 3:2)



3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, 

no one can see the kingdom of God 

unless they are born again.”(NIV)  


“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.” (NRSV)


John 3:3



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” 
Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a 
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 


John 3:4



5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. 

6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth 
to spirit.


John 3:5-6



3 All of us once lived among them in the passions 
of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and 
senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, 
like everyone else.  


Ephesians 2:3



4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us 5 even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—


Ephesians 2:4-5 



8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God
— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast.


Ephesians 2:8-9



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 

into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.


1 Peter 1:3



You don’t earn or contribute anything to be born. 

It is a free gift of life. And so it is with the new birth. 
Salvation is by grace—there are no moral efforts 
that can earn or merit it. You must be born again.”


Keller, Timothy. Unexpected Answers to Life's Biggest Questions (p. 34)




7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 

‘You must be born again.’  

8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. 

You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. 

So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 


John 3:7-8


